l66                          MY    FATHER

When father says that half a dozen navvies from
Poplar would make a better settlement than the allied
statesmen made after the war, he means it. After
consideration of all the facts one cannot imagine how
they could have made a worse. He has a long and
intimate experience of public work with ordinary
working men as colleagues. The Poplar Borough
Council, of which he was the first Labour Mayor, con-
sisted almost entirely of labourers, engineers, postmen,
bricklayers, and other types of skilled or unskilled
workmen, together with a few working-class women.

They conducted the affairs of the Borough quite
efficiently with an annual expenditure of more than
a million pounds. If rates were high, it was mainly
because of the heavy demands of the Guardians
in connection with Poor Law relief. They certainly
made no blunders commensurate in magnitude with
the reparations blunder.

Another type of expert whom father detests is
the conventional diplomat. Here again he sees a
class of man, educated at public schools and
universities employing their gifts and opportunities in
a manner which would be considered disgraceful in
any other calling. Discussing the Peace Treaties he
says:1

It is quite certain that if secret diplomacy, secret dis-
cussions and treaties were abolished, war would be im-
possible. There is no nation in the world who would
sanction for a single moment the lying, make-believe,

lMy Life, by George Lansbury (Constable).